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THE following Addreſs, being a 
juvenile performance, 1s, with great 
diffidence, preſented to the Public. 
The intereſting importance of the 
ſubject, and the benevolence of the 
deſign, encourage, however, a hope, 
that it will not be found altogether: }. 
unworthy the favorable notice, either 
of the objects addreſſed, or of parents, 
and ſuch who are entruſted with the 
education of youth. Sentiments of 
piety and virtue cannot be impreſſed 
too early on the human mind. "They 
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are the origin of reſpectability in 
ſociety; give reliſh to the innocent 
enjoyments of this life; and happily 
prepare for the fruition of conſum- 
mate felicity in the life to come. 
To the diffuſion and impreſſion of 
theſe ſentiments the following Pages 
are devoted. May the divine bleſ- 
ung render them ſucceſsſul! 
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"op SERIOUS ADDRESS, Sc. 


My vzAR YOUNG Friends! 


= ROMPTED by affeRionats 
| concern tor your beſt intereſts, have ventüred 
to ſolicit the favour of your attention a few 
moments. By natural obligation, and poſitive 
precept, it is our duty, as much as poſſible, 
to promote our mutual welfare. Influenced 
by this confideration, and warm with bene- 
volent wiſhes for your preſent and future 
welfare, I now employ my pen ; and happy, 
unſpeakably happy, ſhould I think myſelf, if 
any thing that may drop from it ſhould be 
honored with the leaſt degree of ſucceſs in 
promoting this end. This is the obje at 
which I ſincerely aim. An object this, which, 
I flatter myfelf, will in ſome degree atone for 
the freedom I aſſume, and procure from the 
truly candid, a ready excule for the imper- 
fections reſulting from the incompetent. abili- 
ties of the unworthy Author. 
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. 
That period of life at which you are fup- 


poſed to have arrived, is univerſally acknow- 


ledged to be ſuch as expoſes you, in a peculiar 


degree, to a multiplicity of glittering dangers, 


proceeding from ſtrong and ungoverned pal- 


fions, little experience, and leſs reflection; 
ambitions defires of human honors, high taſte 


for animal gratifications, and lamentable un- 


mindfulneſs of Zhat account which you muſt 


hereafter give of your preſent moral conduct 


to the Judge of quick and dead. Theſe are 
particulars which may have a laſting and an 
alarming influence ori your real intereſts, both 
here and hereafter, and, alas! are too de- 
Kxiptive 00 the critical period of Ne 


Various are the objects — at preſent 
court your attention, and tempt your purſuit. 
Objects ſuited to the prevailing diſpoſitions 
of your minds. Riches exhibit irreſiſtible 
charms to the. ſordid, who erroneouſly ſup- 


pole that a mote than ordinary ſhare of con- 
ſolidated earth would at once render its poſ- 


ſeſfor affluent and happy. Fame glitters in 
the eyes of the ambitious, who eagerly pro- 
ſecute every accompliſhment which they 3 ima- 
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gine furte to ſecure chem the poſſeſſion of 
this Phantom. And enchanting Pleaſure pre- 
ſents her circean cup to the ſenſual, many of 
whom run themſelves out of health, wealth, 

and reputation, to Gwallow the pernicious 
draught. The. riches, honors, and pleaſures, 
of this world, have been repreſented as its 
three moſt dangerous idols; nor will thoſe. 
deny the juſtice of this repreſentation, who, 
believe, that none can be wile for time who. 


are fools for eternity, pens oy 


I am not unconſcious of the difficulty at. 
tending an attempt to perſuade the objects 
of my addreſs, warm with life and be 
in years, to believe, with Solomon, that all 
theſe things, and all that they compriſe, are 

really vanity and vexation of ſpirit (1). In 
the morning of life we are apt to put a very 
different conſtruction upon them. But, doubt- 
leſs, he to whom riches were as plentiful} and 
common as the flones of the ' ſtreet (2), and 
whoſe wiſdom was as extenſive as the ſhores 


of the fea(g), will be acknowledged to have 
0 Eccl. 1. 14+ (e) 2 e 22. 27. 005 1 Kings 4.29. 
B 2 
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been very capable of uſing experiments, and 
deducing juſt concluſions from them. And, 
ſurely, ſome degree of deference is due to the 


decifion of ſo ſuperior a judge. 


But, howeyer oppoſite, at preſent, your 
ſentiments may be to thoſe of the wiſeſt of 


men,—a period will commence, 1n which this 
oppoſition ſhall for ever ceale. For when 


the curtain of time ſhall drop, and the king 
of terrors hide from your enraptured view _ 
the 90 5 N of an ee, world, mY will 


95 555 4 th and be IN to 8 LY 
ledge, that thoſe only were truly wiſe, who 
employed the flying moments of a ſhort and | 
uncertain life in ſecuring a bliſsfu] immorta · 
lity beyond the grave, 


A good, ſuited to your nature and dura - 
tion as rational and immortal beings, is alone 


worthy of your principal purſuit, If any ſuch 


object exiſts, the poſſeſſion of which would 


infallibly ſecure your temporal and eternal 


_ pellare, ſurely you will readily acknowledge 


OS 
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the wiſdom and propriety. of. ſecuring the 
poſſeſſion, if poſſible, of that object. Now 
ſuch an object there is, and that object As. 
Gon: LIN ESS, For an authority, which 1 it would. 
he i impious to diſpute, aſſures us, *that it hath. 
the, promiſe of the life that xow is, and of. 
THAT Which 1s TO. COME (1). The nature,, 
neceſſity, and ſuperexcellency of which, juſtly. 
deſerve your ſerious conſideration. 
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The volume only of divine revelation. con- 
tains infallible information concerning the 
nature of true godlineſs. From numerous 
teſtimonies, therein, it appears eſſentially to 
conſiſt in right knowledge of God, accom- 
panied with ſuitable affections towards him. 11 


That knowledge of God which is included 
in true godlineſs, conſiſts in perception of 
the divine perfections as moſt admirably 
harmonizing in the redemption of apoſtate 
man, through the righteouſneſs and death of 
the adorable Redeemer, the dignity of whoſe 
perſon, being © over all, God | bleſſed for, 


ever (2); ſtamps eternal efficacy upon what 


(2) 2 Tim. 4. 8, (2) Rom. 9. 5. 
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be a "oe faffered, as the ſubſtitute of fallen 

man. In Jeſus, „ mercy and truth have met | 

Weiber, rigliteouſdeſd and peace have kiſſed 
each other (1). Through him, God appears 
at once a juſt God and a Saviour (2); and a 
difcovery of him as ſuch is the effect of the 
enlightening influence 5 en Spirit of wiſdom 


and revelation( 3)" FF © 
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The principle Move originate ſuitable af. | 
ſections toward God, as the other conſtituent = | 
of true godlineſs, is divine faith. This is in- | 
ſeparably connected with right knowledge of 
God; for « they that know thy name, bleſſed 
God! wilt-put their truſt in thee” (4). It 
' the property of this grace to lead its happy 
poffeſſor from every vain refuge invented by 
the ignorance and pride of man, to the only 
ſare refuge preſented in Chriſt Jeſus. It directs 

the guilty finger to his precious blood for par- 
don to his divine obedience for acceptance 


with God, and to the inexhauſtible riches of 
his overflowing grace for rene wing influences, 
0 1 55 the ſoul for the mn and PE 
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(5) Pla. 85.10. (a) Th. 45. 2. 
(3) Ephel. 1. 17. (0 Paige 10. 
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neſs of heaven. Theſe bleſſings, enjoyed hy 


divine faith, produce real delight bind the 


affections to the infinitely glorious God in 
humble and fervent love, conſtrain to con- 


ſiſtent and perſevering obedience, and conſli- 


tute at once an, earneſt and „ of 
the reſt remaining for the people of God. 


| The necellity of nel thus deſcribed, 
is obvious, both from divine authority and 
unprejudiced reaſon, We are aſſured. by the 
former, that it is eternal life to know the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
hath ſent' (1): and that in the day of judge- 
ment * the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the goſpel of ur 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt” (2); ; fo that you muſt ac 
knowledge it to be as neceſſary rightly. to 
know God, as it is to eſcape « divine nn 
and e eternal life. | | 
{ | 1 
The fone * teacheg the 4 
neceſſity of divme faith. It. is inſeparably . 
I, (1) 1 John =. (®),2 Thel. 1. 7, 8. 


| ( 12 ) 
connected with falvation, by the Lord of Life 
and Glory. Pray read and conſider his own 


words, Mark 16. 16. They are too 0 plain to 
need any comment, 


Unprejudiced reaſon concurs with divine 
revelation in maintaining the neceſſity of di- 
vine faith. It 1s the property of this grace to 
receive and enjoy the great ſalvation accom- 
pliſhed by Chriſt, and revealed in the goſpel. 
Now, is it poſſible to be ſaved without the 
effectual application of ſalvation to the ſoul ? 
Can a medicine, however ſovereign, benefit 
a patient unadminiſtered or unenjoyed? Can 
mere information of food feed your bodies; 
or of Chriſt and Chriſttamty fave your ſouls? 
A moment's reflection will convince you that 
theſe are impoſſibilities. The deſtructive error 
of thouſands, is, an irrational ſuppoſition, 
that uninfluential knowledge, joined to mere 
external profeſſion of religion, is ſufficient for 
their ſalvation. Alas! how dangerouſly igno- 
rant are ſuch perſons of true religion! 


Beſides, true faith purifies the heart (1), 
; (1) Akts 15. 9. 
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and the Sure in heart alone ſhall ſee God (1). 
Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord (2) 


Pure a joys above the ſkies, 
And all the region peace; 
No wanton lips, nor envious eyes, 


Can ſee or taſte the bliſs. 


Thoſe holy gates for ever bar, 
Pollution, fin, and ſhame; 

None ſhall obtain admiſſion there 
But follow'rs of the Lamb, 


The purity of the happineſs of heaven 
renders purity of heart abſolutely neceſſary 
in all who would enjoy it, ſeeing happineſs 
neceſſarily pre- ſuppoſes agreement between 
our diſpoſitions and thoſe objects which 
render us happy. There 1s ſuch a contra- 
riety ſubſiſting between our natural diſpo- 
ſitions, and that which conſtitutes the hap- 
pineſs of heaven, that, without a change 
in the former, the enjoyment of the latter 
is impoſſible, This is the great doctrine of 


(1) Mat. 5. 8. (2) Heb. 12. 14 
C 
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the Chriſtian regeneration, inculcated by our 
Lord. And which he aſſures us mu/? take 


place, in order to enter into the Kingdom 7 
1 Vir 
of Heaven (1). The ſuperficial and pre- i 


judiced infidel may ſtigmatize this doctrine ; 
as fanatic; but, to the candid reflections of — 
ſound reaſon, I venture to afhrm, that few 4 
truths will appear more obvious or more 1m- Y 
. May it appear ſo to you! "A 


The ſuperexcellency of godlinels is demon- 
ſtrable from many topics; but, at preſent, I 
ſhall briefly point out thoſe only of honor, 


Profit, pleaſure, and the perpetuity of each. 

Firſt, it is honorable; honorable in its ori- | 
gin, nature, fruits, and final iſſue. It or:gr- f 
nates in the regenerating grace of God, and F 
its happy ſubject is born, not of blood, nor . 


of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God (2). In its nature, it conſiſts in 
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| conformity to the moral image of the ever 
| bleſſed God himſelf, It is the beauty and 
| . . 0 ; 

(x) 1 John 3. 3, 7. (2) John 1. 13. 
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glory of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men, 
now perfect in heaven. Its immediate fruit 
is communion and fellowſhip with Him, in 
whoſe preſence 1s fulneſs of joy, at whoſe 
right hand there are pleaſures for evermore(1). 

It affe in character, dignity, and privi- 
lege, its poſſeſſor with the wiſeſt and beſt of 
men in every age—with prophets and apoſtles, 
vea, with angels themſelves (2). And it ter-" 
minates in the full fruition of the ſhoreleſs 
ocean of all happineſs, in rapturous concert, 
with ſaints and angels for ever! What honors 
are comparable to theſe? Compared with 
theſe, © is not all that wealth can purchale, 
all that grandeur can beſtow, ſomewhat like 


| thoſe glittering bubbles, which, when viewed 
are emptineſs, when graſped are nothing?“ 


It is alſo profitable. It has the promiſe of 
the life that now is. The promiſes of a 
faithful God, ſecure to ſuch as are truly godly, 
a competence of the good things of this life, 


(1) John 1. 3. Pla. 16. 11. 
(2) See Epheſ. 2. 19. Heb. 12. 22, 24, 
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fa 
with his bleſing upon them (1). He, who 
clothes with inimitable beauty the lilies of 


the field, and bountifully feeds the fowls of 
the air, will not, cannot, deny his own children 


raiment and food convenient for them (2). 


By no precarious tenure do they poſſeſs theſe 
bleſſings. Their bread /hall be given, their 
waters /hall be ſure (g). And when a divinely 
wiſe plan requires the beſtowment of a ſcanty 
portion of temporal bleſſings, true content- 


ment, and ſingular interpoſitions of divine 


Providence, amply compenſate the deficiency. 


But the riches af the real Chriſtian conſiſt 
chiefly in what is ſpiritual and immortal. In 
what reſpects that life which ts to come. In 
heaven the real Chriſtian hath treaſures unfa- 
thomably deep, and ſuch as no moth nor 
ruſt can corrupt, and where no thief can 
break through to ſteal (4): The divine fa- 


vor, the divine image, communion with God, 
fountains of living water, trees of life, de- 


lightful ſociety wth” ſaints and angels, an 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 


(1) Pla. 37. 3, 16, (2) Mat. 6. 25,-34- 
(3) Ila. 33. 16, (4) Mat. 6. 20. 
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fadeth not away, reſeryed for all who fight 
the good fight of faith. Theſe, theſe are 
the incomparable riches of thoſe who poſſeſs 
true godlinels. The votaries of Mammon, 


| who truſt in their wealth, and boaſt them- 


ſelves of the multitude of their riches, whoſe 
inward thought is that their houſes ſhall con- 
tinue for ever, and their dwelling-places to 
all generations, and call their lands after 
their own names (1), are mean beggars com- 
pared with the real Chriſtian. May you, by 
ſecuring an intereſt in the divine Redeemer, 
lay up treaſures in heaven for your future 
enjoyment when all earthly poſſeſſions will 
leave you poſſeſſed of nothing but—a ſhroud 
and a coffin. 


In oppoſition to the erroneous ſentiments 
of ſuch who are ignorant of real godlinels, 
I add, that pleaſure inſeparably attends her. 
Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths are peace(2). You have not the 
leaſt doubt, but that the moſt pure and ſub- 
ſtantial pleaſures are enjoyed in heaven; and 


(1) Pſa. 49. 6, 11, (2) Prov. g. 17. 


( 18 ) 

whence do theſe pleaſures ariſe but from 
real religion? This is their only ſource. 
Now, the fame cauſe will ever produce the 
ſame effect; and, conſequently, in propor- 
tion to the degree in which real religion 1s 
poſſeſſed, true pleaſure will be enjoyed. Is 
it not therefore a proof, a ſtrong proof, of 
grofs ignorance, or vitiated taſte, to deny or 
diſreliſh thoſe pleaſures which render the 
bleſſed inhabitants of heaven completely 
happy? The real Chriſtian enjoys pleaſures 
of the fame nature, though in a very inſerior 
degree, to what are enjoyed in heaven. His 
pleaſures ariſe from living faith in his 
adorable Redeemer, purity of heart, the 
exerciſe of Chriſtian graces, , moral virtues, 
and ſocial affections; conſcious intereſt in 

divine favor, and well-founded hopes of the 
perfect enjoyment of conſummate felicity 
throughout the revolutions of everlaſting 
ages. What are all the flaſhes of giddy 
mirth, the effuſions of ſenſual joy, the vain 
delighis ariſing from the pomp and parade 
of what is termed high liſe, compared with 
theſe enjoyments ? 


( 9 3 


To theſe recommendatory and inſeparable 
attendants on true godlineſs, permit me to 
add, their perpetuily. Were you in full pol- 
ſeſſion of all the riches, - honors, and plea- 
ſures of this life, you are conſcious that an 
everlaſting ſeparation muſt take place be- 
tween you and them? At whatever diſtance 
your fond wiſhes may place that evil day in 
which you will be torn from thoſe alluring 
objects which now engrols your principal 
concern,—you know it will. come, and may 
come much ſooner than you are aware. Is 
it conſiſtent, either with your own true inte- 
reſt, or the proper exerciſe of even the loweſt 
degree of reaſon, to confine your regard to 
ſuch objects as you mult ſhortly for ever 
leave? Surely no! Religion's exalted pre- 
rogatives alone are entitled to your ſupreme 
regard. The honors. ſhe confers, laſt for 
ever. No envious breath can finally blaſt 
the laurels of the Chriſtian, - His crown of 
glory fades not away (1). When ſuperb mo- 
numents of braſs and marble ſhall mix with 
the duſt they cover, thoſe, whole names are 


(i) 1 Cor. 9. 25. 
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recorded in the book of Life, ſhall flouriſh 
in a ſtate of immortal youth, and never be 
eraſed out of thoſe annals of eternal fame. 
The righteous {hall be in everlaſting remem- 


brance (1). Their dignity will be clearly ma- 


nifeſted to aſſembled worlds in the laſt day, 


when their now vile bodies ſhall be meta- 


morphoſed into the likeneſs of Chriſt's glorious 
body—ſeated at his right hand, and welcomed 


to that kingdom which was prepared for them 


from before the foundation of the world (2). 


Equally permanent are the Chriſtian's riches. 


He 1s rich towards God with riches ſuitable 


to his nature, and laſting as his duration. 
Worldly riches are neither. A crown of gold 
cannot cure the aching head that wears it. 

No riches, no poſleſſions, can procure par- 
don or peace with God, without which, man, 
as a guilty and polluted being, cannot but be 


miſerable. Bnt the real Chriſtian, in the glo- 


rious object of his faith, poſſeſſes ſuitable, un- 
ſearchable, and immortal treaſures. Treaſures 


of wiſdom and knowledge (3). Treaſures ef 


pardoning mercy and peace which paſſeth all 
(1) Pla. 112. 6. (2) Mat. 25. 34, (3) Col, 2. 3. 


( 21} 


underſtanding. Treaſures of rich grace pro- 
ducing well-founded hopes of endleſs glory, 
and purifying influence to prepare for the 
fruition of thoſe hopes. In a word, real 
Chriſtians, as the adopted and regenerated. 
ſons of Cod, are; heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with e s bg} E P; 
©411570G fit DIAS . Ot 
The pleaſures arifing 98 real religion are 
alſo as laſting as hey are ſubſtantial. That 
river of life and ꝓleaſure whoſe ſtreams glad» 
den the city of Ggd,, perpetually flow (4). 
While others with ſordid: anxiety are inquirk 
ing after any good, real Chriſtians are de- 
firous, alone of the light of the divine ebun- 
tenance, as infinitely preferable to all ſublu- 
nary joys. The enjoyment. of this objet of 
their warmeſt wiſhes induces them to prefer 
the meaneſt office in the houſe of their God 
(where this happineſs is moſt enjoyed) to the 
reſiding in the molt ſtately dwellings of un- 
godlineſs (g): yea, they ſometimes poſſeſs joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory (4). — 
„ (4) Rom. 8. 17. (2) Pla. 36. 8. & 46. WY 
9) Pla; 64. 10% (4) 1 Pet. 1. ä ad 
F1 08; bb D | | 
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all, their preſent enjoyments are no more 


chan a drop from the ocean 'of eternal bliſs 
m referve for them in heaven, * N 


. There, where 3 bleſſec Jolic reigns, -- 
In heaven's unmeafur'd: ſpace, | 

They Il ſpend a long eternit ; 

In Fe and in e 

Eye bah not Menz nor hath 85 er est 
nor can the heart conceive, what pleaſures 
God hath appointed ſor thoſe who love 
him (1). No alloy in thoſe pleaſures, no pe- 
riod to their duration. The ſoul's union with 
God in its nobleſt faculties, the underſtanding 
and the will, eternally delights the former 
with _ e 5 alter with 8 
fekt Wee riot: 53 1 
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And ſhalt a axanfudry pleaſuifes of vice 
Jr vanity, which end in everlaſting ſorrow (2), 
come in competition with theſe divine delights? 
ShallÞthe pleaſures which at laſt fill the foul 
with anguiſh, and often the body with diſeaſe, 
be preferred to thoſe which are rational, pure, 


(1) Cor. 2. Os 4 (2) Iſa. 50. 11. 
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and permanent? Such as render faints an 1 
angels completely happy? —Forbid . Wag 
cious God]. and produce a divine taſte OF! 


winks 18 Amel excellent Hoon tb coat 
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And nowg my young ; Eriends,. upon, a fes, 
rious and candid review of this repreſentation; 
of true godlineſs, and the advantages attend- 
ing it, is it not- infinitely worthy : of yqur 
cordial choice? Can you forbear acquieſcing! 
in the deciſion of unerring wiſdom, in .con-, 
ſidering it as the eee 075 Path N 
it e ful 3 ee eng 

# Religion mould: your 9 6 N 
£7 Amidlt : your youthful N 
Twill fit you for declining age, 
And for the awful tomb, 4 


> © * 


She alone can ſupport. and compols in 
the awful moments of diſſolution; and, ob! 
how ſoon may you need her benign influence 
for thoſe purpoſes.! But, can you reaſonably. 

expect rhat ſhe will confer her favors. on, 


(4) Luke 10, 4%. 
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wo in extremity, if you diſregard her coun- 


ſels in proſperny ? Rather, have you not rea- 
ſon to fear, if you p MIY to treat her with 
impious diſregard, dar We will fully execute 
her threatenings againſt you, and laugh at 
your calamity, and Andere itn" your ar 
ee FAM = gb Poe ee 
That this may not pete yout akhippy 
lot, labour” to procure that knowledge of, 
which will neceſſarily produce ſuperlative 
eſteem for her. No object befiddes deſerves, 
comparatively, a ſingle wiſh. How vain and 
uncertain are all objects belide! How unwor- 


*35% - 


thy the ardor and anxiety which, they” OCCa- 


fon! What is the world, with all f its Vanities, 


14101 


now, to thoſe, who lie mouldering 1 in their 
graves? What it 2s to them, it it w1ll ſhortly 
be. to, us all ; , and nothing remain , beyogd 


the grave but the happy « or miſerable conſe. 
quences of our poſſeſſion. or want of real 1 


| religion. Life 1 A ſeed time. And accord. 


ing to the ſeed now ſown, ſuch muft the. fu 
ture harveſt pe. Should it be a matter br 
indifference with you what ſeed you now ſow, 


11) Prov. 1. 26. 


(9 ) 

or hat harveſt you miſt hereafter reap ?— 
Were you mere animals, poſſeſſing only a 
human form, but deſtitute of immortal ſouls, 
you « could not be culpable for negleRing What 
Concerns them. But, as creatures innottal.” 
that mult neceffafily, ſtand tlie moft important 
and incomprehenÞible confequences of your 
on doubtful conduct for ever, it is little, if 
any thing, ſhort of inſanity, to be indifferent 
about) your immortal intereſts: Nothing ſhort” 
of abſt dlute demonſtration that the reli gion 
taught im the Bible is falſe or frivelous can 
juſtify your rejection or negle@t% of it. But, 
who of all the fons of infidelity” Have ever 
been able (tho their vicious hves' have made 
it their intereſt) to prolluce ſuch cvidente? 
On the contrary; has not ihe rack of natute 
extorted from the dying lips of thouſands of 
them confeſſions in favor of true reli gion? 
Even i in life, when viſited by ſerious thought 
(Which will. fometimies intrude), bad men, 
like him whom they ſerve, © believe d- 
tremble (1). —1 addreſs you on the generous? 


ſuppoſition of your being perſons of good 
ſenle. r ſuch, you are ſenfible hays ft * 


" 20 9 F $74 7 4 oh 4-4 


Wo James 2. 19. 


(2) 


competitions; where our intereſt is concerned, 
reaſon teaches us to chooſe that ſide on which 
we run the leaſt hazard. You are conſcious, 
upon a moment's reflection, that, with regard 
to our ſpiritual intereſts, religion i 15 that ſide., 
However differently minded men may have 
been on this great ſubject during that vivaciiy 
of ſpirits which health and proſperity inſpire, 

no ſooner does ſickneſs or ſolitude, awaken. 
the powers of ſerious reflection, than ey 
generally agree in their ſentiments concerning 
the i importance of religion, and in their ap- 
plication to it for that relief which 18 denied 
hy every other ſource. What can never be 
ſufficiently lamented, 15, that very often this 
application is deferred till 'tis too late-to ſuc- 
ceed, rendering their dying conſeſſions of no 
other ule than to confi rm: thoſe in their choice. 
who have ſeaſonably choſen the better purt ; . 

and to render inexcuſable ſuch who perſiſt in 
their refuſal of this part, —May you beware. 
that dangerous rock againſt which ſo many 
have been wiecked! 55 i; 
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| The different een of the friends «A 
of the foes of real religion afford no INCON+ 
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ls 1 
fiderable evidence of its reality and i impor- 
tance. Who, in all ages, have been its ene- 
mies? Generally the Infidel and profligate 
part of mankind. Such who never ſtudied 
It, perhaps a day, or bowed the knee to hea- 
ven for true wiſdom an hour of their lives. 
And is there any regard due to ſuch deſpi- 
cable judges? Is it any reproach to differ 
from ſuck characters in principle and in'prac- 
tice, and be the objects of their impious con- 
tempt and ſcorn for following the tract of 
prophets, and apoſtles, yea, of the Son of 
God himſelf? For theſe, and the wiſeſt and 
| beſt of men in every age, have been the real 
friends of religion, Now, had you not infi- 
'nitely better be on the ſide of the truly good 
who have eſpouſed a cauſe which muſt finally 
prevail and proſper, than continue on the 
ſide of the corrupt many whoſe broad road 
leads to and terminates in everlaſting infamy 
and deſtruction? A ſmall degree of reflection 
might be ſuppoſed ſufficient to prevent all 
heſitation on a ſubjeCt of ſuch infinite i impor- 
tance, and determine a ſeaſonable choice of 
what you muſt poſſeſs in order to be erernally 
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- Remember then, O remember, your Crea- 
tor in the days of your youth (1). Let your 
youthful vigour be employed in ſecuring the 
divine favor, and conformity to the divine 
image. Squander not away your precious 
time in the vanities and vices of this corrupt 
age, but rather ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of 

| God and his righteouſneſs (2). Purſue that! 
line of life which alone can produce plea- 
ſurable reflection in the ſolemn moments of 
diſſolution, and plant .not afore-hand. your 
dying pillow with thorns. Do not ſcorntully 
diſregard theſe friendly admonitions, and ob- 
ſtinately perſiſt to walk in the ways of your 
own, corrupt hearts, and according to the 
ſight of your Own eyes; for know, ſeorners, 
that for all theſe things God ill bring you 
into judgement (3) You cannot avoid falling 
into the hands of the living God at laſt, and 
what treatment can you expect from his in- 
ſulted Majeſty, if you continue your Foſtili- 
ties againſt his awful authority? O that you 
would be e to ſeek hi while he 


„ * - * - 


60 . 12.2 1. 7 25 Mat, 6 we "4 Th 9. 
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enter into His reſt. Should he do ſo better 
for you if you * never been m 25 


It is unalterably appointed unto all men 


once to die, and after death the judge» 
ment (1). Anticipate by ſerious reflection the 
ſolemn moments of diſſolution. Impartially 
inquire what can ſupport and conſole you 
when your heart and fleſh ſhall fail. When 
your beauty, vigor, and vivacity, are gone, 
and ſucceeded by ghaſtly deformity, weak - 
neſs, and guilty ſorrow—when the body is 
bathed in the cold ſweats of death, and the 
deep racking pang rending aſunder the ſoul 
from 1t—when an alarmed conſcience upon a 
retroſpective view of a miſpent life, wherein 
eternity and its important concerns were 
forgot and diſregarded, begins to operate 
as a never dying worm, and every proſpect 
of the Future appals with horror What, O 
what would you not part wih then for the 
happy prerogatives of the truly righteous in 
thoſe awful moments p- for that divine ſup- 
port, for thoſe exalted and exalting hopes of 
A bliſsful immortality, which alluage the Cog 


1 75 (1) Heb. 9. 34. 
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nies, ang ſweeten to them the bitter cup of 
death. There is only one way of dying the 
death of the righteous, and that is by pre- 
viouſly living their /e. The lite they live is 
a life of faith, and of humble love to God. 
Faith and love united, are as eſſential to the 
conſtitution of a real Chriſtian, as the union 
of ſoul and body to that of a human being, 
May you humbly implore the beſtowment 
of theſe prime graces! Now 1s the accepted 
time. O improve the favorable gales of op- 
portunity before they are irrecoverably gone! 


Say not, it is time enough yet to think of 
theſe things. Death's arrows are perpetually 
flying at dreadful random among the ſons of 
men, and youth and age promiſcuous croud 

the tomb. Beſides, were you ſure of long 
life, how diſingenuous, how monſtrous, would 
it be to ſpend the prime of your years in 
- folly and vice, and reſerve nothing for God 
and godlineſs but the remains of a miſpent 
life? Can you reaſonably ſuppole ſuch * 
crifice would prove acceptable? Have you 
not rather reaſon to believe that ſuch offer- 
ings would be rejected with divine diſdain, 


( 31 ) 


and the i impious offerers ſent to reap in bell | 
the fruits of their preſumptuous impiety on 
earth? For God's ſake, run not the dreadful 
riſk. If religion reduced you to the neceſſity 
of even begging bread, you had better beg 
bread with Lazarus on earth, and afterwards 
arrive in heaven; than enjoy all the honors 
and luxuries of life, and afterwards beg in 


vain for a drop of water to cool your tongues 


in inextinguiſhable flames. But, you have 
been already informed that religion is as 
friendly to your temporal as to your eternal 
intereſts; and, conſequently, the more un- 
reaſonable is your oppoſition to, ar neglect 
ok it. It is the one thing need/ul, and ſhall 
it be treated as if it were the only thing needs 
4%“ Shall the ſcoffs and ſneers of profane 
infidels outweigh the reſpectabſe teſtimonies 
of prophets, apoſtles, and martyrs, un favor 
of true religion? Shall the tranſitory plea- 
ſures of ſin, which terminate in. endleſs ſors 
row, be preferred to that pure and permanent 
felicity procured by the Lord of life and 
glory, and freely preſented to you in his 
Goſpel? Is religion, think you, only a refine< 
ment of Rate policy, employed t to keep the 
"MF 2 


( 32 


vulgar world in awe, that their boaſted ſupe- 
riors might revel and riot without control? 
Who ever found it ſo on a death-bed? No 
mortal ever lived but found at laſt, that, of 
all realities, religion was the moſt real. Will 
nothing convince you that the great God is 
in awful earneſt with you, however you may 
trifle with him? Will you be convinced by 
_ neither Moſes nor the prophets, nor the riſing 
of one, even the Son of God himſelf, from 
the dead ? Will nothing but the actual in⸗ 
flition of threatened vengeance convince you 
of the reality of. it? If ſo, there is reaſon ta 
fear that you will be thus convinced. God 
forbid this ſhould prove your dreadful por- 
tion! For ſm, God is moſt juſtly diſpleaſed, 
and his diſpleaſure expoſes to the bitter pains 
of eternal death. Therefore, becauſe there is 
Wrath, beware, leſt he take thee away with 
his ſtroke; then—a gs ranſorn « cannot de- 
liver thee 6%. 


| Permit me to > xeongluge this 3 with 
offering you ſome advice, the goodneſs of 
Which! ſubmit to your own underſtandings. 


05 Job 36. 18. 
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In the firſt place, allow me to recommend 
peculiar care in your choice of comganions. 
Evil communication is univerſally allowed to 
corrupt good manners. He who walketh 
with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe, but a companion 
of fools {hall be deſtroyed (1). As cautiouſly 
as you would avoid . perſons ſpotted by the 
plague, avoid the ſociety of thoſe petulant 
fops and flirts who ſeem immerſed in thought- 
leſs diſſipation, and treat with impious con- 
tempt every thing ſerious. and ſacred to reli- 
gion. Select for your aſſociates thoſe who 
are diſtinguiſhed for virtuous modeſty and 
pious inclinations.—Employ your own powers 
of thought and reflection. Learn ſetiouſly to 
think what you are, and whither. you are 
going. Sinful immortals, haſtening to an 
awful eternity, conſider the certainty of death 
and jud gement, and the preparation neceſſary 
for thoſe unavoidable events. Never exclude 
from your thoughts what you cannot prevent 


25 commencing. —Be not, O be not aſhamed to 


bow the knee to the only wiſe God for di- 
vine wiſdom and underſtanding. The way 


of man is not in himſelf, neither is it in man : 
00 Prov. 13. 20. 


#7 
to direct his on ſteps. How can you ex- 
pet to eſcape the innumerable dangers to 
which you are ever expoſed, if heavenly 
viſdom prove not your guide! ? Without di- 
vine favor you cannot reaſonably expect to 
| proſper, either here or hereafter ; and ſurely 
it is a reaſonable ſervice to implore that fa- 
vor! If thou crieſt after knowledge, and 
hfteſt up thy voice tor underſtanding ; if thou 
ſeekeſt her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt for her as 
ſor hid treaſure; then ſhalt thou undeyſtand 
the fear of the Lord, and find the e 


| of God (1). 


Let the fiered Serbe be your daily 
companion. Make the ſame uſe of it that 
the mariner does of his chart and compals at 
ſea, Regulate your principles and practices 
by its divine truths and injunctions. Thoſe 
are in danger of an everlaſting ſhipwreck 
who lay it aſide unregarded. Search then 
the Scriptures, for they teftify of Him by 
whom alone we can have eternal life. Where- 
withal ſhall young perſons cleanſe their way, 
but by taking good heed thereto, according 
to God's word (2)? 475 


(1) Prov. 2. 2—5. (2) Pla, 119. 9. 


N * 35 185 
Laſtly, I intreat you to obſerve religiouſly 
the Lord's day, and the ordinances of public 
worſhip. Breaking the Sabbath by the im- 
petuous purſuit of pleaſures, has proved the 
fatal forerunner of the ruin of thouſands. 
It is a manifeſt breach of an expreſs com- 
mand, and ſhall not God viſit in diſpleaſure 
thoſe who daringly trample under foot his 
awful authority revealed therein ?—In your 
attendance on reli igious ordinances, take heed 
w/at you hear, and learn to diſtinguiſh, in 
ſacred as well as in civil concerns, truth from 
error, reality from refemblance.—I think you 
will candidly acknowledge theſe parts of ad- 
vice to be good. If you yourſelves are good, 
or are defirous of being ſo, you will there- 
fore take the advice here offered. May divine 
grace enable you to do ſo! In the morning 
ſow your ſeed, and in the evening with-hold 
not your hand (1). Heaven is a prize worth 
every effort that can be uſed to obtain it. 
None ever repented ſeeking it too ſoon or 
too much, but thouſands for their criminal 
neglect of it. Avoid their unhappy example, 
and follow the divine counſel which a great 
and good Prince, a little before his death, 


8 1) Eccl. 11. 6. 


6 

gave to his own fon: Know thou the God 
of thy fathers, and ferve him with a perfe& 
heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord 
ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 
ſeek him, he will be found of thee; but if 
thou forſake him, he will * thee off for 
i 


(1) 1 Chron. 28. g. 
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